CHAPTER     XII
LITIGATION AND THE  "BARNARDO ACT"
"before the British public will believe anything/5 declared
a keen publicist, "it needs to have everyone concerned
either in the dock or in the witness-box. . . . Nothing
destined seriously to affect the life of the Nation ever escapes
the ordeal of the dock. ... We would all be without it if
we could, yet there are none of us but are grateful for the
ordeal after it is over." l
This is the judgment of the late W. T. Stead—a man
with sufficient experience in the dock to know whereof he
spoke. But if Stead had reason to render thanks for forced
litigation, so also had Barnardo. And now that old passions
have died down, and the perspective of distance has clarified
issues, one thing is certain. To a man of Barnardo's tem-
perament and conviction, conflict with the law of the land,
as then it stood, was inevitable; for never could this man
have been true to Conscience, had he refused to face the
Courts. To him the spiritual law was all-supreme; and if
the Statutes of the Realm did violence to what he felt
certain was the Law of God, then for him no choice re-
mained; his duty—at whatever sacrifice—was to exert his
every influence toward bringing the Statute Law into closer
conformity with the Law of Christ.
Scarcely is it surprising, therefore, that more than once
for Conscience* sake—and his children's sake—Barnardo was
compelled to do battle with giants. Yet, knowing his quarrel
to be just, he felt himself "thrice armed". Like Luther at
Worms, resolutely he held his ground: "Here I stand; I
can do no other. So help me, God!"
Baraardo's initiation into the mysteries of legal procedure
dates back, of course, to the "Arbitration". But to begin
that harassing episode, and to follow all the vicissitudes
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